any, but to give every one his due, as near as can be dlfcerned 
by the PttUifljer, 

Anfwers 

Ts fome of the luquircs formerly pubVJh'd co»cer)j- 

THat the Queries, fcattered up and down in thefe Truis ^ 
may not fecm loll, o)r left un-regardcd, the Pnblifher'm^ 
tends to impart at convenient times fuch of the Anfwers 
fliall be fent in by obferving men, as may be thought acceptable 
to the Reader. 

He begins now with an Account, communicated to him by 
the Learned and Inquificive Ur.'^ofeph Glanvil, who prertiifes 
in a Letter^ that he procured the following (w/^»/iveri from a per- 
fon living near the Me/idip-Mlnes, and upon whofe relations 
we may fccurely depend ; Adding, that he does not by 
thefe few fuggeftions think himfelf abfotved ofhisTaske, but 
flaali purfue the matter farther, as foon as he has an opportu- 
nity of going into thefe Parts ^ whence he expeds to be far- 
ther inform'd. 

The Reader will be pleafed to look back to the faid feveral 
Queries, as they are extant in the Number 19 ■ the following 
Afifwers refpeding thither , and being accommodated to the 
Mines of Mendif in Somerfet-fljire^ where the following Obfer- 
vations were made ^ viz. 

To the 1,2,3 Queries. That all C^efjdipU Mountainous, 
yet the Hills not equal in height. That it is barren and cold, 
and rocky^in fome places. That the Ridges thereof runcon- 
fufedly, but moft £'«/ and m-/?, and not in any P^rr/i//^/ one with 
another. That upon the Surface thereof it is Heathy, Ferny 
and Furzy 5 and theCattel, it feeds, for the moft p.irt are Sheep, 
which go there all the year 5 and young Beafts, Horfes and 
Colts at Spring and Fall. That the Sheep are not fair, but 
big-bellyed, and will grow to nobignefs, after they have been 
there fed; but will grow fat, if they are removed into better 
(byle, and fo their Beads and Horfes. 

To the 4, 5 , 6, 7 <^wVj. That the Natives and Inhabitants 
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live neither longer nor fliorter, than ordinary, but live healthy/a- 
ving fueb, as are employed about melting of the Lead at the 
Mines •, who, if they work in the fmoak, areTubjedtoa Di- 
feaie, that will ^kill them, and the Cattel likewife that feed 
thereabout. The Smoalc, that refts upon the Ground, will bane 
them. And therefore the Inhabitants have Keepers to keep 
them from it, for fear of the Infedbon. That the Country is 
not furnilht with many Rivers, and W iters, that rife upon the 
Hills : But from the bottom of the hills there are many 
Springs round about .both to the Norths South and Wefl-, and 
thole Waters are very wholefbme, and produce Rivers, after 
they have run to fome r^irtance from thence. That the ^/> is 
moift, cold, foggy, thick, and heavy. That iris obferved of- 
ten covered with mifts and fogs, and if any Rain be in the 
Country thereabout,it is furely there ; and 'tis probable, it may 
arife from the Mineral and Subterraneous Strems. That the 
Sojle near the furf cs of the Earth is red and ftonyj and the 
ftones that are drawn out thence, are either of the nature of fir^- 
flones-, or Lime-fiones^ but no wa y cUyie Marly or chalky. 

To the 10, 1 1 , 1 2 , 1 ^, 14, 1 5 Queries. That the Treesy grow- 
ing thereon, have their tops burnt, and their leaves and out-fides 
difcoloured, and fcorched with the Wind, and growtonobig- 
nefs or ftature. That the Stones and Pebles, that are waflied 
with the Brooks and Springs, are of a reddijb colour, and pon- 
derous. That Smw, Froji^ and Dew ffay upon Mendip longer, 
than upon any ofthe neighbouring grounds; but whether the 
Dew filling upon the ground, will difcolour Linnen, I have not 
obferv'd. 

To the 16, 17,18, 19 Queries. That Mendip is more than 
ordinary fubjed to Thunder and Lightnings, Storms, Nodurnal 
Lights and fiery ii/^/fi»rj. That the Mifts arife out of the Vales -^ 
but whether they fignifie, where the Minerals are,I cannot fay. 
That the Virgtda divimtorla hath not been knowh to have been 
fcen ufed i n thefe parts. That there are no certaw fignes above 
ground, that aflPord any probability of a Mine, to my know- 
ledge. 

To the Qtierie in the fifth Title, lean fayliittle favc only. 
That the Ore upon OHendp'lks ih Yeines as a Wail 5 in fome 
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places deeper, in fomeftiallower- in fbme places narrower, in 
Ibme broader* but lies altogether, and is perfe^ Lead^ only in 
the outfide, covered with reddijb Earth. 

To th^Q^et^esin the /jc/^ Tide,/ cannot fay much* itmuft 
be refolved by them, that melt the Lead- Ore, with which / have 
not been much acquainted, fave only, that they beat th^ Ore 
fmall; then wafb it clean in a running ftream; then fife tt in 
Iron-Rudders 5 then they make of Clay or Fire-flone a Hearth 
or Furnace, which they fct in the ground, and upon it build 
there Fire, which is lighted with Char^coal, and continued with 
young Oaken-gadds,blown with Bellows by mens treading on 
them: And after the Fire is lighted, and the fire place hot 
they throw their Lead-Ore upon the Wood, which melts down 
into the Furnace ; and then with an Iron-Ladle they take it out, 
and upon fand caft it into what form they^pleafe. 

So far thU u0Hnt ^ which is hoped will be made in time 
more compleat, and fucceed with the like y^/if/iv^ri from other 
places. 

An BxtraB 

Of d Letter fent frcm Paris, ahut the Load-ftone ; vi>hcr(^ 
chiefly the p^gg^flion of Gilbert toticbini the Circumvolu- 
tion ofnQlohons Mag^et^ call'dTctxtlh ; a^^dtheY^thth 
on of the Variation, is examined. 

This Letter vpas written by the Intelligent a^^d Experienced Monficur Petit, 
Intendant of the Fortifications of his Moft Chriftian Majcfty, to the Publifhcr, 
asfollowes % 

I Have received yours, wherein you defire to know my fenti- 
ment about the prcfertt Variation of the Needle, intimating 
withal, that an Artift in London i*flirms, that whereas hereto- 
fore the Declination w^^Eafl-vpardy tis now about one degree and 
a half to the Pf^efi. 

^ Nothing can be more welcome to me^ than to have occafion 
given me to difcourfe of this Subjed, efpecially to the Philo- 
fophers of England ^ whence the Philofophy of the Magnet 
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